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1. AUDIT PROGRESS

Audit progress

This report sets out progress on the external audit for 20171/8.

Since the committee last met, we have:

� held internal planning meetings as part of our planning process for the 2017/18 audit;

� had update meetings with finance in respect of planning for the 2017/18 interim and final audit visits;

� undertaken planning work to refresh our documentation in respect of the Council’s systems (including undertaking walkthrough testing); 

� refreshing our understanding of the processes in place at the Council that inform the preparation of the financial statements;

� undertaken our risk assessment as part of planning for our 2017/18 VFM conclusion; and

� developed and agreed our 2017/18 Audit Strategy Memorandum (Annual audit plan) with Officers which will be presented separately to 
the Audit Committee at its February meeting.

Our audit work is on track for this time of year, and we have no matters to raise with the Committee at this stage of our audit.

Final accounts workshop

As in previous years, we are running an annual final accounts workshop for local authorities, designed to help ensure the final accounts 
process goes as smoothly as possible.  The workshop is being held in February 2018; we have invited officers to ensure that the Council 
is represented at this event, which is free of charge.

Certification of claims and returns

As members will be aware, the Council is required by funding bodies to arrange independent certification of a range of grant claims and 
returns. 

PSAA regime; Since the Committee last met, we have prepared our 2016/17 Annual Certification Report, which reports our findings from 
our work on the Council’s 2016/17 Housing Subsidy claim, and which will be presented separately to the Audit Committee at its February 
meeting.

Non PSAA regime; We have also completed our work on other claims that fall outside of the PSAA regime:

� the Council’s Teachers Pensions claim; and

� the Council’s Initial Teacher Training claim (SCITT).

There were no significant matters arising on either claim and nothing that we need to bring to the attention of the Committee. 

Our fees for that work are shown below.

* Increase in fee is relating to change between years in the procedures to be undertaken.
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Claim 2016/17 Final fee 2016/17 Indicative fee 2015/16 Final fee

2016/17 Teachers Pensions 

Return
£3,850 £3,850* £2,750

2016/17 Initial Teacher Training £2,000 £2,000 £2,000



2. NATIONAL PUBLICATIONS AND OTHER UPDATES
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Publication

1 Public Sector Audit Appointments Ltd (PSAA) Confirmation of auditor appointments from 2018/19, December 2017

2 PSAA 2018/19 fee scale consultation, December 2017

3 PSAA Oversight of audit quality, quarterly compliance reports 2017/18

1. PSAA Confirmation of auditor appointments from 2018/19

PSAA has confirmed the auditor appointments from 2018/19 to the opted-in bodies by the statutory deadline of 31 December 2017. 

Mazars LLP has been appointed as the external auditor for Stockton-on-Tees Borough Council.

Further information can be found at www.psaa.co.uk

2. PSAA 2018/19 fee scale consultation

The consultation, which closed on 15 January 2018, set out the proposed scale of fees for the work to be undertaken by appointed
auditors in respect of the 2018/19 financial statement at bodies that opted into PSAA’s national auditor appointment scheme.

PSAA proposed that scale audit fees for 2018/19 should reduce by 23 per cent, compared to the fees applicable for 2017/18. This 
reduction is possible as a result of the favourable prices secured from audit firms in the recent audit services procurement.

Further information can be found at www.psaa.co.uk

3. PSAA Oversight of audit quality, quarterly compliance reports 2017/18

The latest quarterly 2017/18 monitoring report highlights full compliance with the Regulator’s standards for Mazars LLP.

http://www.psaa.co.uk/audit-quality/principal-audits/mazars-audit-quality/
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Please let us know if you would like further information on any items in this report. 

www.mazars.co.uk

Mark Kirkham

Partner

0113 387 8850

mark.kirkham@mazars.co.uk

Gareth Roberts

Senior Manager

0191 383 6323

gareth.roberts@mazars.co.uk

Address: 

Salvus House,

Aykley Heads,

Durham,

DH1 5TS

0191 383 6300


